Liver tumours in patients with Fanconi anaemia: a report of three cases.
Fanconi anaemia is an autosomal recessive disease, causing secondary aplastic anaemia and congenital abnormalities, associated with an increased risk of tumours. Liver cell adenoma and hepatocellular carcinoma have rarely been described. Clinical, radiological and histopathological features in three patients with Fanconi anaemia and liver tumours were analyzed. Only one patient had received androgens and none had chronic viral hepatitis. All had elevated serum ferritin with significant parenchymal iron overload. Alpha-fetoprotein levels were normal in all cases. Patient 1 had moderately differentiated hepatocellular carcinoma with venous invasion and satellite nodules. The patient underwent two consecutive resections. Patient 2 had hepatic nodules diagnosed at routine examination with radiological features of adenomas. The patient underwent resection, which showed liver cell adenoma with foci of carcinoma. Patient 3 had three nodules, with radiological and histological diagnosis of adenoma. In patients with Fanconi anaemia, androgen therapy and iron overload may contribute to the development of liver cell adenoma and hepatocellular carcinoma. Hepatocellular carcinoma may occur as a transformation of liver cell adenoma. With prolongation of survival, continued development of liver tumours can be expected. Routine detection should therefore be considered in these patients as curative resection can be performed.